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October 8, 2010

Aaron Todd
Rebuild Jowa Office
Wallace Building

562 E. Nassh St., 2* Floor
Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Mr. Todd:

I bad the oppostunity to attend the Jowa Smart Planning Public Input Session held in
Boone yesterday afternoon. I sincerely appreciate the public out reach effort made by the
task force.

I would Eke to make the following comments on the task force’s recommendations. I
bave mumbered my comments $o cotrespond with the relevant recommendation,

1.1 The Office of Planning aad Geographic Information Systems would have two
“bosses™, an 18 member GIS & Data Systems Council and a 19 member Planning
Coordination Council. Both councils would be, “defining the mission and establish

Both councils are quite large. It has been my experience that the larger the board the
more cumbersome decision making becomes. Having two separate councils
overseeing the same office or agency would not seem to be the most efficient way of
proviiing the necessary oversight. Two councils with different priosities could wind
up competing for scare operational resources thus compromising the efficiency of
the OPGIS. .

Both councils would draw their membership from the same pool of agencies. There

is no specific recommendation for seats reserved for private sector, business or

industry representatives. I believe that this formulation does not address the need

for diversity on such a potentially importent board. Not everyone in fowa works for

a government. ,
I 'think one smaller and more diverse council would be more effective in setting

consistent and complemesatary missions, priorities and responsibilities for the
OPGIS.
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1.4 Tbelicve that the recomuiendations for determining ifa plan is 2 *Smast Plan”

idea that commmities that have latge rivers, lakes or other flood prone areas withia

iowa, %aﬁeﬁWﬁmﬁmm&eCﬂyd
Mﬁ&mm%mm&mammmm#hmmt
ad&msedaphyﬁwlhmd(@m@pﬁcﬂoodﬁzg}ﬂmtwﬂdmthemﬁsﬁcany
expected to ever happen. )

This is an example of the dangers and inefficiencies that can attach to efforis to
impiement 4 one size fits all sohution. I do not blame the task force for this. This
very well ituenﬁonedmmdateisthelagislaune’smponsibﬂity.

1 take very strong objection to the secommendation for local plans to “consider and
mewningfully address the 10 Smart Planning Principles” I believe that this is clearly
beyon the language and intent of SF 2389. Meaningfuily is, in my opinion, vague
and entirely t00 subjective in this context. This recommendation should be stricken.

1 also object to the recurring suggestion in this and other recommendations that
messtostatewdxﬁcalmdﬁnandﬂassismncebeﬂedmawhnnmy,mopﬁonal
local plan review process. Attaching these kinds of strings can quickly blur the

3. AutboﬂzingCOGswlevypmpﬂtymisjustaverybadidea. I believe there
isampermnhanceofthel,egislmeappmvingmchameam. I think the
ta&ﬁme’seﬂmmnm&aﬁonwmﬂdbesﬂmgtbmedbythemmlofﬂzs
suggestion. ﬁ:isreelyimmateﬁalifoihﬁ'statesa&owﬂﬁspmdioeormt

33 memmak&dyhzveﬂwabﬂnytolwyfmphnmngpmpmmthm
the general fund levy provided by law, I'believe this recommendation means to
create another optional levy for special or restricted use. The task force should
m@mmmwmmmmmmmw
or whether it could be approved by vote of a city council.

3.4 Once again I object to the idea of tying firture grant or financial assistance
deeisionstoawpposedtymhmiaryprm&ssoﬁeﬁewandoetﬁﬁcathn

3.5 Remove the word “meaningful” from the justification for this recommendation
for the same reasons as mentioned under recommendation 1.4 1 think this
mmmdm?onbﬁﬂalyignm&eﬂlepdﬁmlmﬁﬁesofdtﬂydmd
representative goveraments. I doubt the legislature or the governor would be
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willing to voluntarily surrender so much discretion to even the smartest, best
inteationed committees or administrators. '

4. The DNR’s role in this process should be purely advisory. The DNR already
wieldsconsidmbleiﬂumintbephnn&ugofwm,wastewatemndsoﬁd
waste disposal operations. Its authority and influence does not need to be further
expanded.

Thaok you ia advance for your thoughtfil consideration of these comments,

Siacerely,
William A. Kelly
City Adumini

City of Osceols, Iowa




